Principles for Making Disciples

What is the goal?
The goal is to see the new believer discover more about God and choose to obey Him.

How does that happen?

In the same way it happened for you. When a new believer chooses to obey the Lord their
heart changes which has a direct impact upon their way of living life. It is their response to
the word and the work of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. The role of the discipler is to ...

1. To point them to Jesus
John 1:35-37
‘Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. And looking at Jesus as He
walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him speak, and
they followed Jesus.

2. To spend time with them
Matthew 9:10
‘While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house...”

3. To see them baptised
Matthew 29:19
‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’

4. Tolove them
John 13:34
‘A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”

5. To teach them
Matthew 5:1
‘Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.

6. To listen to them
Matthew 13:10-11
‘The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?
“He replied....”

7. To be their friend
John 15:30
‘Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

8. To lovingly correct them
John 9:55
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‘But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of spirit
you are of. For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.’
9. To stand with them in their troubles
Matthew 8:14-15
‘When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with
a fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to
wait on him.’

10. To pray for them
John 17:11
‘Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and | come to You. Holy
Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, "™ that they may be
one as We are.’

11. To be an example
John 13:15
‘I have set you an example that you should do as | have done for you.’

Jesus modelled how to make disciples. He didn’t give them a manual, his life was an open
book. He taught by example. He didn’t control but let his disciples try, succeed and fail
whilst holding them before the Father in prayer. At the end of his time on earth he
commanded them to go and do likewise. It may seem daunting but it is a great privilege to
come alongside and teach a new believer to obey, observe and maintain all that He has
taught you.

Matthew 28:19-20

‘And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that |
have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
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